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Date / August 2009
Icarus Theatre Collective and Original Theatre Company co-present national tour of Shakespeare’s Othello
Othello,  Moor of Venice By William Shakespeare
Co-Produced & Directed by Max Lewendel

Produced by Alastair Whatley

Othello is a legend in his own lifetime, noble, brave, victorious. Honest Iago fuels his venom with malignance and hateful contempt. Poignant, intense, heartbreaking; Othello mercilessly explores every inch of the human condition. 


Following on from the success of Shakespeare’s R&J and Kill Bill Macbeth, South Hill Park Arts Centre presents a major new production of Shakespeare’s great domestic tragedy co-produced with
Icarus Theatre Collective and Original Theatre Company. 
  
Othello’s world will be brought vividly to life as a live string quartet and a stunning ensemble cast combine with some of literature’s most vibrant language and characters. A dangerous tale of ambition, jealousy and love will unfurl as Shakespeare’s classic tale of deception hurtles to its dramatic and poignant conclusion. 
Producer Alastair Whatley explains that, “After exploring Romeo and Juliet with school boys and Macbeth with Tarantino we have this year married Shakespeare with live music to the most astonishing effect. It took months of casting to find the actors who could also play the string instruments to such high standards.”

The play stars Vinta Morgan as Othello, a regular actor for The Royal Shakespeare Company he has most recently finished playing in Romeo and Juliet in Stratford Upon Avon, and the Maltese actor Christopher Dingli as Iago. 
Othello is touring UK theatres during spring 2009 and is showing at the [VENUE, TOWN] on [DATE]. To book tickets, contact the Box Office on [BOX OFFICE NO.] or, for more details, visit

www.icarustheatre.co.uk
RELEASE ENDS / Word Count:279
EDITORS’ NOTES & FULL TOUR SCHEDULE FOLLOW /
EDITORS NOTES / 

The Original Theatre Company - Operating and touring since 2004 we have toured extensively all over the UK playing venues ranging from Accrington Stanley Football club to Cornish cliff tops to top London venues to regional theatres to schools and every where in between. We started out as an Outdoor touring company picking up The Max Cary Award for Enterprise and Innovation presented by The University of London in 2005. We moved into theatres last year with our National Tour of Joe Calarco’s Shakespeare’s R&J which toured with great success all over the UK between June and November. Most recently we produced the Oliver award winning Vincent in Brixton by Nicholas Wright. We are very much a hands-on company, we are a small tight team and everyone is and will remain involved in all aspects of any given production.

Icarus Theatre Collective - Icarus is unique as a mid-scale theatre company in that it functions as a collective. A team of highly qualified Producers lead the company under the measured Artistic Direction of company founder Max Lewendel. Each Producer acts part-time on each project and has set tasks and responsibilities. In this way many projects can happen simultaneously and the company maintains a clear, strong Artistic Vision. Once per year, each producer leads one major project. This can be a play, a tour, a major education project, a devised piece, virtually anything approved by the Collective. They act full time for the duration and have a team of part time staff made up of the other Producers in the collective with clearly defined roles. 
COMPANY / 

Director/Co-Producer: Max Lewendel 
Producer: Alastair Whatley 
Set Design: Christopher Hone 
Costume Design: Fiona Davis 
Sound Design: Tom Neill
Lighting Design: Oliver Wells 
Stage Manager: Zachary Holton
Graphic Artist: John Good
Photographer: Jack Ladenburg
CAST / 
Othello 

– Vinta Morgan
Iago


- Christopher Dingli
Desdemona

- Kate Colebrook
Cassio


- Charles de Bromhead
Emilia


- Laura Durrant
Bianca


- Loren O’dair

Roderigo

- Nick Holbek
TOUR SCHEDULE /
	Day
	Date
	Time
	Venue
	Box Office 

	Wed-Sat
Thurs
	18-26 Sept
24 Sept
	19.30
14.30
	South Hill Park Arts Centre,
Wilde Theatre, Bracknell
	01344 484123

	Mon
	21 Sept
	19.30
	Layard Theatre, Wimborne 
	01202 847525

	Tue-Wed
	29-30 Sept
	19.30
	Adam Smith Theatre, Kirkcaldy, Scotland
	01592 583302

	Thu-Sat
	01-03 Oct 
	20.00
	MacRobert Arts Centre, Stirling, Scotland
	01786 466666

	Tues-Sat
Thur,Sat
	06-10 Oct
08&10 Oct
	19.30
14.00
	Harrogate Theatre, Yorkshire
	01423 502116

	Mon-Tue
	12-13 Oct 
	19.30
	Towngate Theatre, Basildon
	01268 465465

	Wed
	14 Oct 
	19.30
	Bishop's Stortford College
	02032 397033 

	Thu-Sat
Fri
	15-17 Oct
16 Oct 
	20.00
13.30
	The Theatre, Chipping Norton 
	01608 642350

	Mon
	19 Oct 
	19.30
	Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre, Taunton
	01823 414141

	Tue
	20 Oct 
	19.30
	Arc Theatre, Trowbridge
	0845 2990476

	Wed-Thur
	21-22 Oct
22 Oct 
	19.30
13.30
	New Theatre Royal, Portsmouth, Post-show discussion 22 Oct, 4.45pm
	02392 649000

	Wed
Thu
	28 Oct
29 Oct
	19.30
09.30
	Brunton Theatre, Musselburgh, Scotland
	01316 652240

	Fri-Sat
Fri
	30-31 Oct
30 Oct
	19.30
13.30
	Byre Theatre, St Andrews,
Scotland 
	01334 475000

	Mon-Tue
Tue
	02-03 Nov
03 Nov 
	19.30
14.30
	Norwich Playhouse 
	01603 598598

	Thu
	05 Nov 
	14.00
19.30
	Arena Theatre, Wolverhampton
	01902 321321

	Fri
	06 Nov 
	19.00
	The Broadway Barking, London
	0208 5075607

	Sat-Sun
	07-08 Nov 
	19.30
	Rich Mix, London
	0207 6137498

	Mon-Tue
	09-10 Nov
	19.30
	Mumford Theatre, Cambridge 
	01223 352932

	Wed-Thu
	11-12 Nov 
	19.30
	Uppingham Theatre
	01572 820820

	Fri
	13 Nov 
	19.30
	Bacon Theatre, Cheltenham
	01242 258002

	Mon
Tue
	16 Nov
17 Nov 
	19.30
10.00
	Eastwood Park Theatre
Post-Show discussion on Tues 
	0141 5774970

	Thu-Fri
Fri
	19-20 Nov
20 Nov 
	19.30
13.30
	Buxton Opera House
Post-Show discussion on Thu
	0845 1272190

	Wed
	25 Nov 
	20.00
	Darlington Arts Centre
	01325 486555


For interviews, images, tickets and/or further information, please contact Alastair at Original Theatre on telephone 01284735447, on mobile 07957540097, or by email on Alastair@originaltheatre.com
