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Original Theatre Company and Icarus Theatre Collective co-present UK tour of Olivier Award Winning Play
Vincent in Brixton
By Nicholas Wright

Co-Produced & Directed by Max Lewendel

Produced by Alastair Whatley

The Olivier Award Winning play Vincent in Brixton is set to embark upon its first-ever UK theatre tour since its original staging, to rave reviews, at the National Theatre in 2002. Co-Produced by The Original Theatre Company and The Icarus Theatre Collective, Nicholas Wright’s Vincent in Brixton will perform at eight venues across the country this spring (see full tour schedule below).

The young art dealer, but not yet a committed artist, Vincent Van Gogh arrives at 87 Hackford Road in Brixton looking for a room. He is full of contradictions; shy but lustful, innocent but shocking, all the while full of passion and drive - a passion and drive which would ultimately drive him away from his family and into poverty and the asylum.  As Vincent settles into his new lodging he finds himself inexplicably drawn to his grieving land-lady Ursula with whom he starts a turbulent, secret relationship that will change his life forever. 

Based on historical facts gathered from letters between Vincent Van Gough and his brother Theo, Vincent in Brixton explores the facets of Van Gough’s life during his time in Brixton in 1873, charting his progress from art dealer, teacher and fervent preacher, to the beginnings of his creative talent.


Set entirely in a working Victorian kitchen designed by Christopher Hone, Director Max Lewendel - whose credits also include Lynn Seifert’s ‘Coyote Ugly’, James Graham’s ‘Albert’s Boy’, Pulitzer-Prize winning ‘The Time of Your Life’ by William Saroyan and ‘The Lesson’ by Eugene Ionesco - immerses the audience in a truly authentic experience, as he brings the play vividly into existence with the sights and smells (including real roast lamb), sights and sounds of life at 87 Hackford Road.

Vincent in Brixton wrenches home the destructive power of love and art and the sacrifices made by those who create it, beginning as a straight-forward love story, and turning into a tragic parable.

This brand-new production provides audiences with a rare opportunity to see this widely acclaimed, innovative play, with witty and compelling narrative, that transports us to a period before Van Gough genius could be seen, and promises an intense and moving performance. 

Vincent in Brixton is touring UK theatres during spring 2009 and is showing at the [VENUE, TOWN] on [DATE]. To book tickets, contact the Box Office on [BOX OFFICE NO.] or, for more details, visit www.originaltheatre.com  
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The Original Theatre Company - Operating and touring since 2004 we have toured extensively all over the UK playing venues ranging from Accrington Stanley Football club to Cornish cliff tops to top London venues to regional theatres to schools and every where in between. We started out as an Outdoor touring company picking up The Max Cary Award for Enterprise and Innovation presented by The University of London in 2005. We moved into theatres last year with our National Tour of Joe Calarco’s Shakespeare’s R&J which toured with great success all over the UK between June and November. We are very much a hands-on company, we are a small tight team and everyone is and will remain involved in all aspects of any given production.

Icarus Theatre Collective - Icarus is unique as a mid/small scale theatre company in that it functions as a collective. A team of highly qualified Producers lead the company under the measured Artistic Direction of company founder Max Lewendel. We aim to produce three mid-scale tours and two professional fringe productions every two years using new writing and under-appreciated classics in diverse performance formats that are intellectual, visceral or engaging but always kinetic & dynamic: theatre that moves.  To that end, Icarus aims to team artists from the international community with British artists, experienced artists with promising young professionals, to enable both groups to build rapport and grow as artists. We will not always seek out those who already excel at their chosen craft, but we will look for those who have the potential to become the best under our wing.

COMPANY / 

Director/Co-Producer: Max Lewendel 
Producer: Alastair Whatley 
Asst. Producer: Fanos Xenofos 
Set Design: Christopher Hone 
Costume Design: Fiona Davis 
Sound Design: Matt Downing 
Lighting Design: Alan Valentine 
Stage Manager: Rob Martin
Photographer: Jack Ladenburg
CAST / 
Ursula 


– Lin Blakley

Anna Van Gogh

- Nicola Sangster

Vincent Van Gogh
- Part on offer

Eugenie

- TBC

Sam Plowman

- TBC

TOUR SCHEDULE /
March ‘09
	Thur-Sat
Sat
	12-14 Mar
14 Mar 
	19.30
13.30
	The Haymarket 
Basingstoke
	01256 844244

	Thur-Sat
Sat
	19-21 Mar
21 Mar 
	19.30
13.30
	South Hill Park Arts Centre
Wilde Theatre, Bracknell
	01344 484123


April ‘09
	Thur
	09 April 
	19.30
	Buxton Opera House
	0845 1272190

	Sat 
	11 Apr 
	19.30
	Seckford Theatre, 

Woodbridge
	01394 615015

	Thu-Sat
Sat
	16-18 Apr
18 Apr 
	19.30
13.30
	Northcott Theatre
Exeter
	01392 493493

	Thu-Sat
Sat 
	23-25 Apr
25 Apr 
	19.30
13.30
	MacRobert Theatre 
Stirling, Scotland
	01786 466666

	Tue-Wed
Wed 
	28-29 Apr
29 Apr 
	19.30
13.30
	Adam Smith Theatre 
Kirkcaldy, Scotland
	01592 583302


May ‘09
	Thu-Sat
Sat
	30 Apr -
02 May
	19.30
14.30
	Harrogate Theatre 
Yorkshire
	01423 502116


For interviews, images, tickets and/or further information, please contact Dion at SPIN on telephone 0845 257 1479, on mobile 07989 349886, or by email on dion@marketingspin.co.uk
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